A comparative study of the host-parasite relationship of Pomphorhynchus patagonicus (Acanthocephala) in two species of fish from Lake Rosario (Chubut, Argentina).
Some aspects of the host-parasite relationships of Pomphorhynchus patagonicus (Acanthocephala) in 2 fish species from Lake Rosario (Chubut, Argentina) were studied. The fish species Patagonina hatcheri (Atherinidae) is autochthonous, and Oncorhynchus mykiss (Salmonidae) is introduced. The host species appears to influence attachment, size, sexual maturity, and distribution of parasites along the digestive tract. In P. hatcheri, an effective major host, parasites are attached firmly to the wall of the gut, well developed, attain a greater size, and a large proportion of females is gravid with ripe eggs. In O. mykiss, an unsuccessful host, there were many unattached parasites that were small and not well developed; gravid females were rare and never had ripe eggs.